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clothes and produced from their linings the most
beautiful jems. But Marco Polo did not remain long
with his family, as war was then raging between
Venice and Genoa. As the Marco Polo family was
noble and wealthy, they were asked to prepare a special
vessel, and Marco sailed his family's vessel in the fleet
of Andrea Dandolo, Doge of Venice. The Venetians
were defeated in the wars of Cresola on September
7,1297, and Marco Polo was taken prisoner and carried
to Genoa and was detained there for three years,
notwithstanding all the efforts he made to ransom
himself. It is probable that he wrote the history of his
travels in that interval. He dictated them in bad
French to a fellow prisoner. He then returned to
Venice in 1299 and married shortly after. We know
but little of his life after his return from captivity; all
we know is that he lived a rich and famous man and
was called the Millione, i.e., the millionaire, on account
of the stories he told of the wealth of Kublai Khan.
The explorer fell ill in 1324 and felt the end of his
days. He wrote his will and died shortly after and
was buried in the church of San Lorenzo but no one
knows where his tomb exactly is.

This is the wonderful story whose delightful
events produced the first explorer who revealed to the
world the grandeur of the Far East and depicted its
brilliant scenes. But the society to which Marco
Polo related all he saw hardly supported or believed
him. The stories related by the explorer were not
much believed. Perhaps Marco Polo was so affected
by this mistrust that he did not tell of all he saw and
heard which might have been considered extraordinary
legends. The spirit and the conditions of that age throw
light on this. All that Europe knew in the Middle
Ages of the East was what the Bible said and the